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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Lent is a season of preparation for Easter, 
and traditionally has been seen as the principal occasion to prepare for 
baptism, as well as reconciliation. It is a spring-time of faith, where 
we focus on confession, self-denial, study, and giving of our time and 
money. Today on Passion Sunday we move closer towards Jesus’ 
death on the cross and we use veils on the crosses and statues in 
Church as a sign of lament and to remind ourselves of the power of 
the symbol of the cross – sometimes we notice something most of all 
when it is not there. 
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship.  
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 

 
 
 
 



	   3	  

The Gathering 
 
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed 
to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 
O God, you know my foolishness 
and my sins are not hidden from you: 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Let not the flood overwhelm me 
nor the depths swallow me up; 
let not the pit shut its mouth upon me: 
Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
Hear me, O Lord, as your loving kindness is good; 
turn to me as your compassion is great: 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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The Collect 

 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
Gracious Father, 
you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: 
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 
that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the 
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband,[g] says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin 
no more. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, 

‘You are my Son, 
    today I have begotten you’; 

6 as he says also in another place, 

‘You are a priest for ever, 
    according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus[a] offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was 
heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a Son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered; 9 and having been made perfect, he 
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10 having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Music for Reflection – It is a Thing Most Wonderful 

 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
1 It is a thing most wonderful, 

almost too wonderful to be, 
that God's own Son should come from heav'n, 
and die to save a child like me. 

 
2  And yet I know that it is true: 

He chose a poor and humble lot, 
and wept and toiled and mourned and died 
for love of those who loved Him not. 
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3  But even could I see Him die, 
I could but see a little part 
of that great love which, like a fire, 
is always burning in His heart. 

 
4  It is most wonderful to know 

His love for me so free and sure; 
but 'tis more wonderful to see 
my love for Him so faint and poor. 

 
5  And yet I want to love Thee, Lord; 

O light the flame within my heart, 
and I will love Thee more and more, 
until I see Thee as Thou art. 

 
 
 
William Walsham How (1823-1897) 
 

Gospel Reading – John 12:20-33 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to 
him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ 22 Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew 
and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father 
will honour. 

27 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this 
hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify 
your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify 
it again.’ 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 
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Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ 30 Jesus answered, ‘This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgement of this world; now 
the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people[e] to myself.’ 33 He said this to indicate the kind of 
death he was to die. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
 
 

The Creed 
 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
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Music for Reflection – We sing the praise of him 
who died 

 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 
 
1  We sing the praise of him who died, 

of him who died upon the cross; 
the sinner's hope let men deride, 
for this we count the world but loss. 

 
2  Inscribed upon the cross we see 

in shining letters, 'God is love'; 
he bears our sins upon the tree; 
he brings us mercy from above. 

 
3  The cross! It takes our guilt away: 

it holds the fainting spirit up; 
it cheers with hope the gloomy day, 
and sweetens every bitter cup. 

 
4  It makes the coward spirit brave, 

and nerves the feeble arm for fight; 
it takes its terror from the grave, 
and gilds the bed of death with light: 

 
5  The balm of life, the cure of woe, 

the measure and the pledge of love, 
the sinner's refuge here below, 
the angels' theme in heaven above. 

 
 
	  
Thomas Kelly (1769-1855) 

 
 

There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give 
generously to support St James (details on p.2). 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
because for our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, 
that he might draw the whole world to himself; 
and, by his suffering and death, 
became the source of eternal salvation 
for all who put their trust in him. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
  
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord: 
All: Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All: Amen.  
 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our 

Saviour has taught us 
	  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 
All: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes 
 
All: Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed 
are those who are called to his supper.  
All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word, and I shall be healed. 

 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
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The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
 
We are guided forward by the stewards to receive the bread or a blessing. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up 
your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
All: Amen. 
 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 
 
 


